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MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY NOTES 

The executive council of the society at its stated meeting on 
April 12 adopted a resolution authorizing the executive com- 
mittee "to make arrangements for annual summer meetings for 
the reading of papers and other exercises of a social or educa- 
tional character, at such time and place as the committee may 
determine." In many states, as for example Illinois and Michi- 
gan, such meetings, lasting one or two days, are held annually 
in different cities and are attended by members from all parts 
of the state. The programs often include, besides papers and 
addresses, such things as luncheons or receptions to visiting 
members, pageants, and trips to historic sites. Whether or not 
such a meeting will be held in Minnesota the coming summer 
has not been decided as yet. 

Amendments to the by-laws adopted by the council at the 
same meeting, reduce the number of stated meetings of the 
council from four to two a year, on the second Mondays in 
April and October. The annual meeting of the society will be 
held in January as heretofore, and each new council will meet, 
primarily for the election of officers, as soon as may be after 
the adjournment of the triennial meeting of the society at which 
the members of the council are elected. 

The following papers were read at the open session held in 
connection with the April meeting of the council: "Jane Grey 
Swisshelm, Reformer," by Lester B. Shippee, of the University 
of Minnesota, and "The Introspections of a Belated Puritan," 
by Solon J. Buck, superintendent of the society. 

Six new members, all active, were enrolled during the months 
of February and March, 1920: Mrs. Julia Bassett Friday of 
Hawley, the Honorable Olai A. Lende of Canby, Foster Hanna- 
ford of Minneapolis, Margaret McFetridge of St. Paul, Rudolf 
Herz of Eagle Butte, South Dakota, and Joseph McAloon of 
Harris, Kansas. The only loss recorded in the membership 
ranks during the same period was that of the Honorable Thomas 
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M. Owen of Montgomery, Alabama, whose death occurred 
March 25. Mr. Owen had been director of the Alabama State 
Department of Archives and History since 1901. 

The "practical" value of certain phases of the work of the 
society has recently been demonstrated by the special services 
rendered to several business establishments which have sought 
assistance: the large collection of historical pictures has fur- 
nished illustrative material for a number of advertising book- 
lets; sketches of the Red River cart and other museum 
specimens have supplied motives for use in wall decoration ; and 
a producer of historical pageants has derived suggestions as to 
scenes, incidents, and costumes from the society's library and 
museum. 

The society has recently had an opportunity to be of service 
to the farmers of the Northwest. In its issue for February 28, 
The Farmer informed one of its readers who desired "a list of 
farm names, preferably Indian names," that the "Minnesota His- 
torical Library, St. Paul, will furnish you a list of Indian names 
from which to choose." The society was not aware that this 
item had been published until a deluge of letters inquiring for 
such a list poured in from farmers throughout Minnesota, 
Wisconsin, and South Dakota, who had evidently decided to 
avail themselves of an opportunity to secure appropriate names 
for their farms. In response to this demand a list of some eighty 
Sioux, Chippewa, and Algonquian names with their English 
translations was immediately prepared and a copy was sent to 
each person who asked for it. Copies of the list are still avail- 
able, and anyone interested will be supplied with one upon 
request. 

The society has just published a Handbook of forty-six pages 
descriptive of its organization and activities. The booklet is 
intended for free distribution and a copy will be sent to any- 
one interested upon request. 

Mr. C. Edward Graves, librarian of the society since Novem- 
ber, 1917, has resigned, and Mr. Robert W. G. Vail has been 
appointed to the position. Mr, Graves's faithful and efficient 
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service covered the trying period of the removal of the library 
to the new building and its rearrangement therein; and it was 
with sincere regret that his resignation, to engage in what he 
hopes will be more remunerative work, was accepted. Mr. Vail 
comes to the society from the New York Public Library, with 
which he has been connected since 1914. During the war he was 
manager of the New York dispatch office of the American 
Library Association for five months, after which he enlisted 
in the coast artillery. 

The position of reference assistant, in charge of the desk in 
the reading room, which had been vacant since January, was 
finally filled early in April by the appointment of Miss Hazel 
E. Ohman, formerly on the St. Paul Public Library staff. Mem- 
bers of the catalogue and accessions departments took turns 
serving at the desk in the interval, much to the detriment, how- 
ever, of the work in those departments. 

A brief article entitled "Attic Dust and Treasures," written 
by Mr. Vail, the new librarian, was published in the March num- 
ber of Library Notes and News, the magazine issued by the 
department of education for distribution to all librarians in the 
state. As the title suggests, the article was a plea for the preser- 
vation of the historical material to be found in every attic, which 
all too often is destroyed at house-cleaning time. Reissued in 
mimeographed form, this article was mailed to several hundred 
members of the society and others who might be interested, with 
very gratifying results in the shape of contributions of books, 
magazines, newspaper files, museum objects, and manuscript 
letters, diaries, and account books. 

A catalogue of Minnesota imprints has recently been begun 
by the library. When it is completed cards for all books, 
pamphlets, and newspapers printed in Minnesota from the intro- 
duction of the first press in 1849 to 1880 will be filed not only 
in the general catalogue, where the arrangement is alphabetical 
by authors, titles, and subjects, and in the shelf list, where the 
arrangement follows the classification of the books themselves, 
but also in an imprint catalogue where they will be grouped first 
by the places in which they were printed and then according 



368 HISTORICAL SOCIETY NOTES May 

to the dates of printing. In the cases of Minneapolis, St. Paul, 
and Duluth the cards will be grouped by printers before the 
chronological arrangement is applied. Newspapers will be entered 
under the date of publication of the first issue. This catalogue, 
besides being a valuable bibliographical tool, will facilitate the 
study of the history of printing in any given town or the work 
of a particular press. 

Mr. Willoughby M. Babcock Jr., curator of the museum, 
spoke on "The Fur Trade" at a meeting of the Mutual Aid Blind 
Society of St. Paul on the evening of February 28. 

"How the First Settlers Came to St. Paul," "The Indian 
Medicine Man," and "The History of Fire Arms" were the 
subjects of talks by the curator at the children's history hours 
in the museum on February 28 and March 13 and 27. The one 
scheduled for February 14 was canceled on account of the 
influenza epidemic. Credit for attendance at these meetings 
and notes on the lectures is given in some of the schools. The 
visits of classes or other special groups during these two months 
was unusually large, twenty-four such groups, with a total of 
753 students, being recorded. Two of the classes, by prearrange- 
ment, were given special lectures by the curator on "The Settle- 
ment of Minnesota." 

The increased attendance of classes, in the museum was doubt- 
less due in part to a circular letter, signed by the curator, which, 
under date of February 16, was sent to the principals of 745 
schools in the state. This letter called attention to "the oppor- 
tunities for visualizing and making real the teaching of history 
through the exhibits and work of the museum," and pointed out 
that the facilities offered are useful in connection with the 
teaching, not only of history, but also of political science, geog- 
raphy, domestic science, and other subjects. The state depart- 
ment of education and the superintendents of schools of the 
Twin Cities cooperated with the society in bringing this letter to 
the attention of principals and teachers. 

A number of boys interested in stamp collecting have organ- 
ized a club which meets twice a month in the museum. 
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A special exhibit of a group of pictures illustrating lumber- 
ing in Minnesota, designed as the first of a series of exhibits 
relating to the various industries of the state, has been arranged 
in the museum. Displays of Washington and Lincoln material 
were made during February by both the museum and the manu- 
script division. 

Accessions 

Under this heading will be published in each issue of the 
Bulletin notes on the most important additions to the collec- 
tions of the society during the preceding quarter, whether 
received as gifts, deposits, exchanges, or purchases. Attention 
should also be directed to the notes on "War History Activities" in 
the "News and Comment" section, where the principal acquisi- 
tions of the Minnesota War Records Commission are described. 
The society is designated by law as the custodian of the material 
being assembled by the commission. 

A few months ago Mr. Edson Gaylord of Minneapolis, a life 
member of the society, acquired from a dealer in old books in 
St. Louis a journal of Major Lawrence Taliaferro, Indian agent 
at Fort Snelling, which covers the years 1827 to 1829. Recently 
Mr. Gaylord loaned this journal to the society and upon exam- 
ination it was found to be a missing number of the series of 
Taliaferro Journals in the manuscript collection. This series 
was acquired from Taliaferro himself, through Dr. Neill, in the 
sixties; and a letter from the major, found in the Neill Papers, 
refers to his having sent one of the journals to an editor 
in St. Louis. This is undoubtedly the volume in question. Mr. 
Gaylord intends ultimately to give the original journal to the 
society. In the meantime, carefully collated typewritten copies 
of it are being made at his expense, one of which is intended 
for the society. A full page article about this journal and the 
career of Major Taliaferro in Minnesota appeared in the Minne- 
apolis Journal of April 11. The volume itself formed the central 
feature of a special Taliaferro exhibit, which was installed in 
the museum just before the April meeting of the council. 
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Through the courtesy of the library of Oberlin College, which 
owns the original manuscript, the society has been permitted to 
make a typewritten copy of the "Reminiscences of the Early 
Oberlin Missionaries and Their Work in Northwestern Minne- 
sota, as Dictated ... by Rev. S. G. Wright, Missionary, 
1890." The writer of this document served as a missionary to 
the Chippewa at Red Lake from 1843 to 1859 and was employed 
in government service among them from 1859 to 1862, from 
1867 to 1873, and from 1875 to 1881. The reminiscences are a 
valuable source for the history of northern Minnesota and it is 
probable that they will be published in some future number of 
the Bulletin. 

A small but valuable collection of papers of Governor Henry 
A. Swift has been presented by his daughter, Mrs. Gideon S. 
Ives. Of special interest in this collection is a letter from Gov- 
ernor Gorman, dated January 31, 1857, concerning the attempt 
to remove the capital of the territory to St. Peter. A copy of 
the removal bill and a roll call giving the probable vote in the 
House of Representatives accompanied the letter. Other items 
of historical value are a letter from Elias F. Drake, dated June 
26, 1862, claiming the credit for the construction of the first 
railroad in Minnesota, between St. Paul and St. Anthony, and 
one from Senator Benjamin F. Wade of Ohio, dated January 
6, 1863, concerning the attitude of Senator Rice in the slavery 
controversy and his cordial cooperation with the Republicans 
after the attack upon Fort Sumter. 

A small but interesting group of autographs has been received 
from Mrs. John W. Friday of Hawley, Minnesota. Among the 
celebrities represented are Edward Everett Hale and John Bur- 
roughs, the latter by a two page letter written to Mrs. Friday 
from West Park, New York, January 24, 1912, in which he 
says, "I should like to be set down for a week at your plantation 
in that interesting country [Minnesota]. There must be a lot 
of live natural history there for the gathering." 

Mrs. Charles M. Neely of St. Paul, has enriched the society's 
collections by the gift of a number of manuscripts of colonial and 
mid-western interest. Among them are three letters of her 
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great aunt, Matilda Hoffman, the fiancee of Washington Irving, 
and copies of two unpublished letters written by Irving himself 
to her grandmother, Anne Hoffman. One of the letters of Irving, 
dated August 10, 1807, gives "as accurate a return as was ever fur- 
nished by a health committee" of the bodily health of the Hoffman 
family, which had been considerably impaired by the "flu." Irv- 
ing's description of the ailment, in spite of its humorous tone, 
touches a responsive chord in present day readers. The papers 
of mid-western interest are land grants of 1841 and 1843 issued 
to Mrs. Neely's father, the Honorable Richard S. Molony, and 
a letter written by Mr. Molony from the Democratic convention 
at Baltimore in 1852, bewailing and explaining the defeat of 
Lewis Cass and announcing the nomination of Franklin Pierce 
for the presidency. 

Through the courtesy of Mr. Theodore C. Blegen, the society 
has received two valuable Norwegian manuscripts from Mr. 
Alfred Adsem of Minneapolis. One of these — a letter written 
by Thorwald Nadland at Stavanger, Norway, June 28, 1825 — is 
especially significant because it embodies a copy of a letter writ- 
ten by Kleng Peerson at New York in December, 1824, to rela- 
tives and friends in Norway. Peerson was the advance agent 
of early Norwegian immigration to the United States, and his 
letter clears up a number of disputed points in regard to his con- 
nection with that movement. The other document is a joint 
letter written August 6, 1850, by a group of immigrants just 
arrived in New York. Mr. Blegen has also been instrumental 
in enabling the society to make a photostatic copy for its collec- 
tion of another manuscript pertaining to early Norwegian immi- 
gration to the United States. This is a journal left by Ole Tro- 
vatten, an immigrant, in which he recounts his trip from Norway 
to Wisconsin in the early forties and describes the Norwegian 
settlements in . Wisconsin. The original of this valuable docu- 
ment belongs to Mr. Halvor Skavlem of Janesville, Wisconsin. 

From the T. Guldbrandsen Publishing Company, publishers of 
the Minneapolis Tidende, through the courtesy of Mr. Carl Han- 
sen and Mr. Theodore C. Blegen, the society has received a file 
of Emigranten, a Norwegian newspaper published at Madison, 
Wisconsin, for June to December, 1857, and for all of 1859, 
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1862, 1864, and 1865. This file is a mine of valuable material 
for the student of immigration, politics, and similar topics in the 
history of the Northwest during this period. The issues from 
October 10 to November 1, 1859, for example, contain a hitherto 
unknown account of a contemporary trip through Minnesota. 

A valuable scource for the religious history of the Middle 
West recently acquired by the library is a file of the North- 
western Christian Advocate (Chicago), one of the oldest and 
best known religious papers of the region. This file, which was 
secured from the Garrett Biblical Institute of Evanston, Illinois, 
in exchange for some of the society's duplicate material, consists 
of forty-eight volumes beginning in 1858 and ending in 1901. 
There are a good many large gaps in the file, but it is hoped that 
other files which will contribute to the filling of the gaps may be 
picked up from time to time. 

A booklet entitled Proceedings on the Occasion of the Pres- 
entation to Mr. Charles W. Ames of the Cross of the Legion of 
Honor by Dr. Marcel Knecht . . . Representing Ambassador 
Jules J. Jesserand, at St. Paul, Minnesota, November the Twelfth, 
ipip, has been presented to the society by Mr. Ames. It contains 
an account of the ceremony, including a report of the addresses 
of Governor Burnquist, Dr. Knecht, and Mr. Ames, by which 
the French government conferred upon the donor, in appreciation 
of his services in the World War, the "title Chevalier de la 
Legion d'Honneur, with the Cross of the Order." 

The writing of local history is a thankless task and is not 
only unremunerative but the author is indeed fortunate if he 
can find friends and subscribers to pay the bare cost of printing. 
Many a historian is not even so fortunate and needs must content 
himself with a brief appearance in the columns of his local 
paper, where the history which has been years in the making is 
read from week to week and then scattered and forgotten. A 
valuable record of this sort is sometimes rescued from oblivion, 
however, finds its way into the permanent form of a scrapbook, 
and eventually reaches the local history shelf of a reference 
library, where it elbows a place among the subscription histories 
with their steel engravings, ponderous bindings, and doubtful 
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historical value. Such a scrapbook history, modest but interest- 
ing and valuable, has recently been put together and presented 
to the society by Mr. and Mrs. Herbert C. Varney of St. Paul. 
It is a fifty page, double column, quarto volume, with a type- 
written title page, which reads : "Sketches of Kensington 
History, Rockingham County, New Hampshire. By Rev. Roland 
D. Sawyer. Published in the Exeter, N. H. News Letter. 1918— 
1919." 

Twenty-four bronze replicas of medals in the presidential 
series have been presented to the society by Senator Frank B. 
Kellogg. These, together with the three original silver or pewter 
medals which are among the museum specimens, form a com- 
plete set beginning with the administration of President Wash- 
ington and continuing down through that of President Wilson. 
The earlier medals of this group are known as the "Peace and 
Friendship" series, because of the clasped-hands design and 
the inscription "Peace and Friendship" on the reverse side. Each 
medal bears on the obverse the effigy head of the president in 
whose administration it was issued. A medal of this sort was 
valued by the Indian as a decoration and also as a mark of 
distinction which indicated his friendship for and loyalty to the 
government issuing it. When the United States began to deal 
with the Indian tribes after the Revolution, it found them in 
possession of British flags and medals as symbols of their 
allegiance to King George. The representatives of the American 
government collected the English tokens and issued American 
medals and flags to take their places. The later medals in the 
collection belong to the presidential series, but are not of the 
"Peace and Friendship" type. The design on the reverse side 
commemorates the presidency of the man whose effigy appears 
on the face of the medal. The three original medals in the 
possession of the society of those for Thomas Jefferson, John 
Quincy Adams, and Franklin Pierce. 

The Honorable John T. Johnson of Fergus Falls, formerly 
a member of the legislature, and his mother, Mrs. Thomas 
Johnson, have recently presented a fine collection of articles 
from their old homestead near Waseca, which illustrate pioneer 
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life in Minnesota. A hand loom for weaving cloth, a Saxony 
spinning wheel, skein reels, a broadax for hewing timbers, hand- 
made carpenter tools, a wooden chest made in 1798, and other 
interesting domestic articles are included among the specimens. 
The Johnsons came from Norway in the early fifties and settled 
near Waseca. Some of the articles appear to have been brought 
from the old country; others, such as the loom, were probably 
made in Minnesota, although they are naturally similar in design 
to implements with which the makers were familiar in Norway. 

A Sioux cradle or bag for a papoose and a long trunk strap, 
both decorated with beads, a buckskin game bag, a hunting knife, 
and several other Indian articles, all from Montana, are valuable 
museum items recently received from Robert Somerville of Chi- 
cago, Illinois. 

Arthur Graves Douglass and his son, Ralph E. Douglass, 
both of Minneapolis, have given to the society a fowling piece 
which was presented to their ancestor, Benjamin Graves, by Gen- 
eral Washington at the close of the Revolutionary War. Graves 
served in Massachusetts and Connecticut regiments during the 
greater part of the war and is said to have acted as body servant 
for Washington for several years. The gun was given to him 
in recognition of his fidelity. 



